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ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH COMMUNITY RANKING

Benjawan Tavva‘tsupa1 Amporn Bussarangsri2 Sunisa Maliwan' Tidarat Boorananat
lHealth Impact Assessment Division, Department of Health

? Public Health Law Administration Center, Department of Health

Situation of environmental health problems in Thai communities are still a problem in
many areas and different depending on the community context. Overseas studies use
environmental health community ranking approach by determining the index and criteria for
ranking the community and analyze the community capacity in environmental health
management and community health. However, Thailand lacks the community assessment and
monitor in environmental health changes. Therefore, this study aims to create indicators for
ranking of environmental health communities and to develop a tool for collecting data and
prioritizing the environmental health community of Thailand.

Methods: preparation of ranking indicators by focus group about environmental and
health problems of the community and the developing indicators under the DPSEEA concept
that has been considered by environmental health experts. Moreover, the tool for collecting data
and display results has been developed. The results of this study show that the indicators for
ranking communities in terms of environmental health communities consisted of 39 environment
indicators, 12 health indicators, and 4 socioeconomic indicators. The ranking criteria is developed
together with an innovation as an environmental health community ranking tool under an

application on the website: http://enh-commumity.com. There are 53 communities participating

in this study and the results of ranking communities show that 17 communities had high scores in
terms of environmental health in the blue rank. The top three communities are Phitsanulok
Municipality, Surat Thani Municipality, and Samhorkae Subdistrict Administrative Organization at
Mueang Phitsanulok District, respectively. Also, this study found that there are many communities
with low scores of environment indicators in the red range. Recommendations: if the
communities with low environmental scores have better environmental management, they will
get an increase score of being a healthy community. An innovation from this study can be used
as a measure to monitor community development in environmental health and enable the
community to see their potential comparing their rank with others at districts, provinces, and
countries level. The stakeholder can be participate in to get these evidences that connect all
dimensions and integrate into a holistic health, socioeconomic, and environmental dimensions in

environmental health management in healthy communities.

Keywords: community ranking, health, environmental health indicators
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