Thailand Intervention

(11™ HLOM-APRFHE)

on the 11 High-Level Officials Meeting of the Asia-Pacific Regional Forum on Health and Environment

22 - 23 November, Jakarta, Indonesia 2023

Point of Discussion

yinfiusewmelng

Thailand Intervention

Session 2.1 Governance of the APRFHE, Financial Matters and Monitor

ing Mechanism

Is the current
governance of the
APRFHE still relevant
in supporting and
strengthening the
health and
environment issues
and cooperation of
the two sectors at the
national, regional, and

global level?
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Thank you Chair.

Yes, the current governance of the APRFHE is

still relevant.

It is well known that environmental risk factors
affect human health. Almost one quarter of all
global deaths could be prevented through

healthier environments.

Health-related environmental problems across
countries are diverse. Borderless problems including
climate change, waste management, and air
pollution management affect health, as well as
the pandemic of emerging and re-emerging
diseases etc. Addressing these problems requires
international cooperation and collaboration to
resolve them. The Regional Forum serves as an
important platform for international organizations,
businesses, and public society to negotiate and
promote health and environment operations to

reach common goals.

Moreover, the Regional Forum brings together
all health and environment policy decision
makers, technical officers and all actors across
the region to address health and environment
issues and priorities, and it is an only platform
for building on a common vision between

health and environment for the future towards
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Best practice

SDGs in the region and creates a close

collaboration between the two sectors.

Therefore, working on health and environment
should be integrated and work together to
solve environmental problems affecting health

such as sharing best practice.

5 | What areas need to
be revised or resolved
in the current

governance?
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At present, global communities have faced
severe climate change from “Global Warming"
to “Global Boiling” affecting the increase of
natural disaster and disease. Thus, Public
Health Emergency Response is a significant
issue that every country should prepare to
deal with Public Health Emergencies in advance
such as epidemics, emerging infectious diseases,
and chemical emergencies that may occur at
the national level and international level.

Those are related to TWGs also.

6 | The possibility of
updating the
Mechanism of
conducting meetings,
a framework for
cooperation, and the
Charter as lessons
learned from the

pandemic situation?
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The COVID-19 pandemic has been a global
health crisis with far-reaching impacts. It has
been a crucial starting point for the development
of collaborative systems across all sectors. In
Thailand, businesses and the public health
sector have collaborated through the "Thai Stop
COVID" platform. Additionally, international
efforts have been made to implement travel
control measures in line with public health
risks, including the closure of international entry
and exit points. Consequently, the next step
is building the mechanism that links health
and environment information together and
online coordinating both of the regular
meeting and ad-hoc working group in case of

emergency response.
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working group in case of emergency

response (online)

The possibility of
revitalizing a task force
or other mechanism
to review and
recommend
improvement in the

APRFHE?
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Thailand agrees with revitalizing a task force to
review the governance of the Regional Forum
and the framework for cooperation due to the
current version of the Framework for
Cooperation of the Regional Forum does not
comprehensively cover the new context which

include Asia Pacific countries.

What are the
achievements of
APRFHE? and how
have the declarations

been monitored?
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- APRFHE is a strengthened regional driving
force and global joint statement which is
beneficial for negotiation on related health
and environment issues.

- Furthermore, the achievements of APRFHE are
useful to member countries for knowledge and
operation sharing in health and environment
management, and strengthening the coordination
of the health sector and environment sector.

- Apart from workplan of the forum it needs to

develop monitoring plan.

What financial
mechanism can be
established to support
APRFHE activities?
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Host country should provide financial support
for the member country to attend the meeting,
which cover the cost for National Focal Point
on health and environment, chair and co-chair
of TWG. Additionally, the host country can seek
for funding support from the other organization
such as WHO-SEARO, UNEP etc. (Refer to the
intervention from The Joint-Sec. Meeting 20-21
Oct. 2022)

Thank you Chair.
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What is the
mechanism for
conducting a scientific

panel?
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The mechanism of the scientific panel is not
clear. If the mechanism is clear, it will help the
secretariat to determine the priority issues of

the region.

Session 2.2: Strategic Issues and Technical Areas Relevant to the APRFHE

How will the APRFHE
establish cooperation
and collaboration in
the strategic issues

and technical areas?
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Thank you Chair.

Our suggestion is to develop the document
which can be used to drive the health and
environment policies forward. The Secretariat
can play a crucial role to create a policy brief
that incorporate the overall operation on
health and environment and provide
recommendation at the region level. So, the
member countries can bring policy into action
and create a good understanding between
health and environment sectors based on the

context in each country.

What collaborative
approaches and
partnerships can be
established for
achieving the goals of

the APRFHE

fapnuaulalulszifus i uremulIsauy
VIR ML EIUTINLAZID1991 Regional

Forum i UNICEF, ADB or the World Bank

Our suggestion is getting the participation of
other sectors to participate and attend the
Regional Forum in other issue, such as UNICEF,
ADB or the World Bank as key players into the

Regional Forum.
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What lessons can the
Asia Pacific region
draw from successful
global and regional
health and
environmental
initiatives? and how
can these lessons be
applied to the unique
challenges of this

region?

- Tuyunewesnirguam anansalseuinulaan
World Health Assembly (WHA) (n13Usz sl
afvoundiolan) dudunifdadulslunseuves
psAnsewsielan damFefufesiiuas
Wlaveiinsdadusuliaudfy nsfvue
WNTNELageNSAENSAUETITNEY kay
wazdeavesnsmiduny Weussgidmng
wazuleuIeAINa TN

- uazFeusinnsnsnsiuiadeuan European

Environment and Health Process (EHP)

Talking from the Health perspective, we can
learn from the World Health Assembly (WHA),
which is the forum where decisions are made
within the framework of the World Health
Organization including discussion about issues
and policies that should be prioritized, setting
public health goals and strategies, and
operation to achieve the common goals and
policies together, as well as learning
implementation from European Environment

and Health Process (EHP).

How to incorporate
the action of TWG into
the Knowledge

network?
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The secretariat should build a communication
channel or website which links to the other
relevant platform to promote, share, update
knowledge and update the progress continuously.
Moreover, the encouraging existing Regional
Initiatives and Institutions, and new Initiatives to

action continuously.

Session 2.3: Mechanisms of the TWGs

Responses from the
Co-Chairs of TWGs as
panel members —
what are the
challenges and how
to operationalize TWG

(5 minutes each)

He.Teun: TugugUsesu TWGs TWG Aaevinau
96193939951 LavWeeetuayunIsYIUeY
finnu workplan 93394 financial support Wagyn
audeadnfidnsalunisyih uazm partner

aulayinausIuiy wu ADB

As a chair of TWG of HIA, Thailand thinks the
major challenges how TWGs can work actively
and sustainably. The chair and co-chair should
work actively by developing the work plans and
be supported by the secretariat. Moreover, the
secretariate as well as the Reginal Forum
should monitor the progress of each TWGs.
TWGs should seek the financial support from

the relevant development partner.

seseTIana: lugiusUsemaaudn w@uelinig

YN91UV89 TWGs

Thailand thinks the major challenge to activate
and sustain the mechanism of TWGs we need
support from the secretariat both technical and

financial.
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Theme setting: For the
8 TWG agreed at the
10th HLOM in Manila,
what is the next way

forward of the TWG?

UsysuuazUsesusaniie 8 TWGs aassandeya
FIBUANLATIVTN waziandsunsanduay
Sufuetheeiies sgnateslas 1 ads iledoans
wazudstiudeyanduusslovdssninssng

a113n Wedsasulminnisaduanuni

All chairs and co- chairs of 8TWGs should
update the progress and report and share their
performance with the evidence base
continuously at least once a year to keep in

touch and share the knowledge with each

Are there new theme | Useansan iruduledmiunianisves APRFHE | other.

issues that can be

established as a new

TWG?

Start-up of the TWGs: | 59#197150191ALONENT WAZWIIDNUNENUNLABITEY | By voluntary

Who will be the chair
for the 8 TWGs? How
will the TWG

members be engaged?

Procedures: Are there
updates for the TWG

mechanism?

TWG A1399911 Workplan #agsn89Iunun1imne’
#9 Regional Forum Uag 1 Ass ioassanutila

WAUNINTINTBLATINAG LazANUAS NIRRT

TWG should propose a work plan and the progress
report to Region Forum once a year to make an

overall understanding of the projects and activities
which have been implemented. Those would help

the project to achieve their goal.

Implementation and
reporting: How can
the TWGs effectively
implement the
activities? Where will
the financial support

be expected?

- uelUsEWAaNITNAIT189UANUATIVNHY
uwanvlesunoun1sUszay Lieliynussmansy
auirmtuazidunsnssdulininnis
FuindounsAiuau

- UVANUYTENASNIN TN 896N

FYWINUITNA LAzAIAEIUDUS

- We propose the member countries send the
progress report before the meeting to show
their progress of the implementation, and
effectively drive the future activities in the
workplan.

- Source of the financial support should come
from the secretariat, international
organization as well as the development
partner such as ADB, GEF funding from world
bank.
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Session 3.1 APRFHE Workplan and Chairship Time Period

1 | Is there any input and iaiauuaLaﬂaﬁﬁ In progress
feedback on the
current and proposed
workplan of the

APRFHE?

2 | Is the current ia%’agawﬂms In progress
mechanism of
changing the agreed
work plan sufficient
for the current chair-

ship situation?

Session 3.2: Selection Process for the Next Chair of APRFHE

1 | What is the v3eluiiuszyu 13 e, -
mechanism of the

Chair Selection?

Session 3.3: Preparation of the 12th HLOM and 5thMM Preparation to be held in 2024

1 | What is the theme of
the 5th MM and 12th
HLOM

2 | The agenda of the 5th
MM and 12th HLOM
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