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Climate-Health Ministerial: Thailand’s intervention
On the occasion of the First Health Day in the 28" Conference of the Parties
of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (COP28)
3 December 2023, in Dubai, United Arab Emirates
Excellencies,
Distinguished participants,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Thailand appreciates the World Health Organization, the Government of the United
Arab Emirates, and the Secretariat of the COP28 for hosting the First Health Day and Climate-
Health Ministerial Meeting today.

We are facing more frequent crises because of climate change. One of the best
solutions is to ensure resilient health systems under Universal Health Coverage. This involves
equitable distribution of quality health facilities that allow universal access to essential health
services without financial barriers. When one area of the country is hit by a crisis from climate

change, nearby health facilities can immediately provide support.

Thailand implements the GREEN & CLEAN hospitals program to reduce carbon footprint
in health care facilities. This involves utilizing renewable energy sources, improving water,
sanitation, and hygiene, and enhancing waste management. Key initiatives encompass emergency
preparedness, early warning systems, capacity building for health workers, provision of health
literacy, and public engagement. These endeavors align with the Health National Adaptation

Plan to strengthen the resilient health systems.

Today’s meeting is our valuable opportunity to establish common goals on climate
change and health. With strong political commitments from the ministers and policymakers, |

am hopeful that the outcomes of this meeting will be translated into action soonest.

Thank you.



