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Session: Climate Change and Health
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Intervention: Climate Change and Health

Thank you Chair, Thailand is currently facing risks from climate change, including rising
temperatures and changing rainfall patterns, which impact the incidence and transmission of
diseases. For example, there have been outbreaks of dengue fever. Additionally, there are
fatalities resulting from severe natural disasters.

The Ministry of Public Health recognizes the importance of addressing the potential
health impacts of climate change and considers vulnerable groups that may be affected.
Therefore, it has undertaken relevant initiatives to address climate change impacts.

For the mitigation measures, we are driving the Smart Energy and Climate Action (SECA)
policy to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and conserve energy within its affiliated agencies
under the Office of the Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Public Health. Moreover, we upscale
the GREEN & CLEAN hospitals project to be “Low-carbon and climate-resilient healthcare
facilities”.

For the adaptation measures, we have developed and played active roles in
implementing the Health National Adaptation Plan (HNAP) as a crucial framework enabling the
multisectoral partnership to strengthen and build health resilience from climate change. This
plan includes monitoring and surveillance of health impacts from climate change, such as
heatwaves, air pollution, and natural disasters. It involves communication efforts to raise public
awareness about health issues related to climate change and to foster community participation
in mitigating and coping with health impacts.

Thailand is in the process of adopting the Declaration on Climate and Health which was
discussed at the ministerial level during the COP28 meeting in Dubai. This declaration highlights
the leading roles of Thailand's public health sector in efforts to build a health system that is
resilient to climate change. This is accompanied by the development of Universal Health
Coverage (UHQC) systems aimed at ensuring equal access to quality healthcare services, thereby
enabling everyone to access essential health services.

Therefore, the exchange of knowledge, raising health awareness among relevant sectors,
and prioritizing vulnerable populations such as young children and the elderly who may be
affected by climate change, as well as supporting investment in developing health adaptation
technologies to climate change are important for public health implementation to support
climate change.

Thank you.



